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1%4.-OPENING THE B R O A D  ANQ OTIIER RlVlCRR O B  NORTH: CARO- 
L I N A  T O  WIZAD, EABS, E T C .  

B y  FJRANK COXE. 

[From B lottor t o  Hon. M. C. Butler.] 

I have taken great trouble for the past six or eight years to get our 
rivers thrown open so that shad and other fish can conw up as tliey did 
forty years ago in great abundance. My plantation is in the fork of 
Broad and Green Rivers, in Polk and Rutlierforil Couttties, North Caro- 
lina, and after they join forin Maiu Broad River, which, together with 
the Saluda, make the Congaree a t  Columbia, S. C .  The streams I live 
011 are now open to the ocean, as is evidenced by the run of shad a t  my 
place. For the last four weelrs T ha60 ~iad  all tlie shad and otltcr fis~t, 
such as Southern black bass-known liere as river Irout-that I wanted. 
My mother, who is eighty years of age, says that wlteii she was very 
young the river was plt!ntifiilly supplied with sliad and inany other 
kinds of fisli. I give tltcse points to shorn that the rivers are o1)en to 
salt mater, and by referriitg to  t h e  maps yon will see tliat we  re nearer 
to the coast than by  an^- other stream rurining outt of the Blue Uitlge 
Mountains. Ten iriiles above me is I-Iicliory Monntain Gap, :it tlie Soot 
of Bald Monntain, wliere the shad have actually been taken i n  con- 
siilerablo numbera. 1 believe that it is nom an acI~iiowleilged~f:,~ct~ that 
shad and salnion must hare highly aerated water t o  lay their eggs in 
or they will not hatcb. Such water is to be found only in our nuin(?rous 
riffles and shoals, which the shad rim to from in~tiiict. Consequently 
the Cheroliee Dam, which is about 30 miles below Inc 011 13road 12irer, 
and was built some forty years since, was the catis0 of the fish aliriost 
tlisappearing from the rivor below, ;is eggs tleposilrd iltcre ~vould uot 
hatch m c l  the fish could not pass above: it. 1~0rtunatc.ly this dam 1 1 : ~ ~  

at last .washed out, and  we see t h e  good eirilcts of i t  in the jncreased 
quantity of fish froin one end O S  the river to tho other. T i  tbe run is 
kept open I ain satisfied we will Itavo one of the fiitest sti~c:inis fbr iisli 
on the Atlantic coast. 1 wonlci like to 11:~ve a million or t w o  of sliatl 
put in here if possible. Landruin Stt~tion, 011 the S:~),zrtairburgh and 
Asheville Railroad, is about 12 miles from here, and I \vould hare  ttietii 
brought over xnyself i'roin there. The only trouble this season in pro- 
tecting the fish has been with the dyiiamite ciirtridge. 'CVo 1i:Lve a 
ganger here for small distillery :I few miles below, ivlto was seen 
throwiug these cartridges in the river, whicli destroyed every fish, large 
and smal1,in 50 feet around; and wIten he was told 110 n~onltl be indicted, 
said lie ~ o u l d  like to Bee the State officer that) could arrest him, and tho 
trouble ic; that three-fourths of the people believe w h a t  he says. 
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